
Why is it Important to Contribute?

Without legislation passed by Congress, DISH 
Network could not offer local broadcast 
stations to subscribers.
Without legislation passed by Congress, cable 
companies could withhold some must-have 
programming such as HBO, CNN, and TBS 
from subscribers. 
Because the government plays an important 
role in the satellite industry, EchoStar uses 
PAC resources to benefit subscribers, 
employees, and the company. 
“As a longtime contributor to political 
campaigns, I can tell you that public officials 
value clean, transparent donations, such as 
those raised through corporate PACs, 
particularly in this current political climate 
where scrutiny is intense.” -Charlie Ergen



EchoStar Delivers

EchoStar proudly serves the people of Alaska 
and Hawaii and will be in full compliance with 
the digital carriage rules applicable to those 
states.



Alaska and Hawaii Must Carry 
Rules

DISH will launch all digital signals that elected 
must carry (or are subject to retransmission 
consent agreements) on June 8, 2007 in 
Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, & Honolulu.



Broadcast Eligibility & Delivery

Eligibility
Station must be a full power station licensed by the 
FCC;
Station must deliver a good quality signal to EchoStar



Customer Experience Prior to 6/8/2007:
Anchorage / Honolulu

Today all LIL channels are provided off of 119 spot 
in MPEG 2 format

Customers need (1) 30’’ dish pointed at 119 in order 
to receive LIL

Current channel count 
Anchorage = 8
Honolulu = 9



Planned Anchorage / Honolulu LIL 
Lineup

Currently offered stations represented in blue



Anchorage / Honolulu –
As of June 8, 2007

Digital channels available
Legacy analog will remain available in MPEG 2 on 119 Spot 
until further notice 
EchoStar voluntarily is carrying the legacy analog signal, in 
addition to the new digital signals, at significant bandwidth 
cost to EchoStar
Not all analog broadcasts elected / delivered digital signal

Digital signals will be transmitted from 110 Spot
SD simulcast
HD broadcast
Multicast broadcasts

Digital Stations will be transmitted in MPEG 4
Same format (MPEG 4) used for all local HD programming 
nation-wide
Necessary to accommodate HD Multicasts

Will require an additional 30’’ dish pointed at 110 & MPEG 
4 Receiver



Customer Experience Prior to 
6/8/2007: Fairbanks / Juneau

All local channels are transmitted off of 110 
Spot  

LIL is transmitted in MPEG 2 

Requires a 30’’ or 1.2M dish pointed at 110

Current channel count
Juneau = 5
Fairbanks = 7



Planned Fairbanks / Juneau LIL 
Lineup

Currently offered stations represented in blue



Juneau / Fairbanks LIL lineup as of June 8, 
2007

Digital channels available
Legacy analog will remain available until further notice 
on 110 in MPEG 2

New digital stations will be transmitted from 148 
in MPEG 4

Reasons for 148 selection include:
Available bandwidth
Preferable look angle for these Fairbanks & Juneau

Will allow new stations to be available to a broader subscriber 
base

Did not choose 148 for Honolulu due to lack of 
footprint

Will require a second 30’’ dish pointed at 148



As of June 8, 2007

110° *119° 148°
Anchorage 30” dish 

(digital)
30” dish 
(analog)

Honolulu 30” dish 
(digital)

30” dish 
(analog)

Juneau/
Fairbanks

30” dish 
(analog)

30” dish 
(digital)

*Business as usual.



Alaska and Hawaii are Unique

Cannot Replicate Nationwide

Remote geographic location

Frequency overlap in lower 48

148 satellite location not available nationwide

Relatively fewer broadcast stations in these 
markets



Conclusion

EchoStar committed to serving Alaska and 
Hawaii with digital broadcast service;

Congress should not conclude, based on our 
performance in those states, that the same 
digital service can be replicated nation-wide


	Why is it Important to Contribute?
	EchoStar Delivers
	Alaska and Hawaii Must Carry Rules
	Broadcast Eligibility & Delivery
	Customer Experience Prior to 6/8/2007:Anchorage / Honolulu
	Planned Anchorage / Honolulu LIL Lineup
	Anchorage / Honolulu – As of June 8, 2007
	Customer Experience Prior to 6/8/2007: Fairbanks / Juneau
	Planned Fairbanks / Juneau LIL Lineup
	Juneau / Fairbanks LIL lineup as of June 8, 2007
	As of June 8, 2007
	Alaska and Hawaii are Unique
	Conclusion

